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CONCERTS

ISAAC HAYES. Tomorrow at 
7:30 & 11:30, $45. B.B. King  
Blues Club, 237 W. 42nd St. 
(212-997-4144). 

MO’NIQUE. Tomorrow at 8, 
$59.50 -$89.50. Beacon 
Theatre, 2124 Broadway. 
(212-496-7070).

AU REVOIR SIMONE. Tonight 
at 8:30, $13. Kevin Devine 
With the Jealous Girlfriends. 
Tomorrow at 7, $15. Bowery 
Ballroom, 6 Delancey St. 
(212-533-2111). 

ROCK & POP

ACE OF CLUBS. 9 Great Jones 
St. (212-677-6963). Tonight at 
7, Regalia, the Mess, Symptom 
7, SOS, Same Four Walls, $10. 
Tomorrow at 8, Laya Barrak, 
Zach Borer, $10. 

BANJO JIMS. Nin th St. and 
Ave. C. (212-777-0869). Tonight 
at 8, Happy Balky, Yarn, Crevu-
lators, Raphael MacGregor & 
Five Star Day; free. Tomor-
row at 7, Dear Claudia, Wink 
Keziah & Delux Motel, the 
Randy Bandits, London File; 
free. Sun. at 7, Amy Allison, 
Nels Andrews Band, Madison 
Square Gardeners; free.

B.B. KING BLUES CLUB. 237 
W. 42nd St. (212-997-4144). 
Tonight at 8, the Smithereens, 
$30; at 11:30, the Karma Po-
lice, $8. Tomorrow at 7:30 & 
10:30, Isaac Hayes, $45. 

JOE’S PUB. 425 Lafayette St. 
(212-539-8770). Tonight at 7:
30, Poi Dog Pondering , $25; 
at 9:30, the Sharp Things, 
$12. Tomorrow at 7:30, Lina 
Orfanos, $20 . 

KNITTING FACTORY MAIN 
PERFORMANCE SPACE. 74 
Leonard St. (212-219-3006). 
Tonight at 11, Boot Camp Clik, 
Kidz in the Hall, Slaine, $20. 
Tomorrow at 6, the Queers, 
Teenage Rehab, the Leftovers, 
the New Dress, Project 27, $12. 
Sun. at 8, Kaze, Pumpkinhead, 

John Robinson/Scienz of Life, 
Cymarshall Law, Haassan 
Mackey, Mr. Metaphor,  $10.
LIVING ROOM. 154 Ludlow St. 
(212-533-3376). Tonight at 7, 
Jenny Muldaur, Dave Doobinin, 
Gretchen Witt, the Five Deadly 
Venoms,  Expedition Quartet. 
Tomorrow at 7, Paul Olsen and 
Pete Calvert, Brad Roberts 
featuring Not Waving But 
Drowning ($10), Sarah Pedi-
notti, Aldo Perez. 

MERCURY LOUNGE. 217 E. 
Houston St. (212-260-4700). 
Tonight at 8:30, the New Lows, 
Right on Dynamite, Americans, 
Morning 40 Federation, $14. 
Tomorrow at 8:30, Dirty Dick 
Klie gman, Sigmund Droid, Die 
Romantik,  $10. Sun. at 7, the 
Neverbeens, the Lonesome Cry 
of the Ghost Buffalo,  $8.

DANCE CLUBS

BAR 13. 35 E. 13th St. 
(212-979-6677). Tomorrow, 
Tijeras, DJ Gary.
CIELO. 18 Little W. 12th St. 
(212-645-5700). Tonight, Nick-
odemus, Mariano with Sumo. 
Tomorrow, Willie Graff, Alex 
from Tokyo. 

MARQUEE. 289 10th Ave. 
(646-473-0202). Tonight, DJ 
Jared, Eric Lepeau. Tomorrow, 
deejays Jus Ske, Jason Angola.
PACHA. 618 W. 46th St. (212-
209-7500). Tonight, Oscar G. 
Tomorrow, Roger Sanchez, 
Laidback Luke.

PINK ELEPHANT. 527 W. 27th 
St. (212-463-0000). Tonight & 
tomorrow, DJ Marco Peruzzi. 
S.O.B.’S. 204 Varick St. (212-
243-4940). Tonight, Dola, 
Tifane. Tomorrow, Samba 
Tremeterra.

WEBSTER HALL. 125 E. 11th 
St. (212-353-1600). Tonight, 
DJ Dean Sharp. Tomorrow, DJ 
Ray Roc.  

JAZZ

BIRDLAND. 315 W. 44th St. 
(212-581-3080). The Birdland 

Big Band directed by Tommy 
Igoe, tonight; Mark Murphy, 
tonight & tomorrow. Chico 
O’Farrill’s Afro-Cuban Jazz 
Orchestra, Sun.

BLUE NOTE. 131 W. 3rd St. 
(212-475-8592). McCoy Tyner 
Quartet with Joe Lavano, 
tonight & tomorrow. Leah 
Randazzo, tonight. Imani 
Uzuri, tomorrow. 

CORNELIA STREET CAFE. 29 
Cornelia St. (212-989-9319). 
Pete Robbins & Centric with 
Sam Sadigursky, Eliot Car-
dinaux, Eivind Opsvik,  tonight. 
Joel Harrison with Liberty Ell-
man, Chris Howes, Sam Bard-
feld, Matt Maneri,  tomorrow. 
Animal Forum with Peter Van 
Huffel, Samuel Blaser,  Sun. 

DIZZY’S COCA-COLA CLUB. 
Jazz at Lincoln Center, Time 
Warner Center, 60th St. at 
Broadway (212-258-9595). 
Randy Weston & African 
Rhythms with Billy Harper, 
 Benny Powell, Alex Blake, Neil 

Clarke, tonight-Sun.

IRIDIUM. 1650 Broadway at 
51st St. (212-582-2121). Curtis 
Fuller’s 75th Birthday Party 
Band, tonight-Sun.

JAZZ STANDARD. 116 E. 27th 
St. (212-576-2232). Aaron 
Goldberg Trio with Reuben 
Rogers, Eric Harland, Mark 
Turner, tonight-Sun.

 VILLAGE VANGUARD. 178 
Seventh Ave. South (212-255-
4037). Don Byron, tonight-Sun.

CLASSICAL

AVERY FISHER HALL. Lincoln 
Center, 65th St. at Columbus 
Ave. (212-721-6500). Tonight, 
tomorrow & Sun. at 8, New 

York Philharmonic: Leif Ove 
Andsnes performs Brahms; 
$34-$104.

BARGEMUSIC. Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Brooklyn. (718-624-
2083). Tonight & tomorrow at
8, Mark Peskanov (violin), Mau-
rycy Banaszek (viola), Edward 
Arron (cello): Beethoven Op. 9:
Three String Trios; $35. Sun. at 
4, Mark Peskanov (violin), Ani 
Kalayjian (cello), Doris Steven-
son (piano): Brahms, Shosta-
kovich, Tchaikovsky; $35.

CARNEGIE HALL. 57th St. and 
Seventh Ave. (212-247-7800). 
Stern Auditorium: Tonight at 
8, the Tchaikovsky Opera and 
Ballet Theatre of Perm Tchai-
kovsky Gala; $25-$85. Tomor-
row at 8, Dorothea Roschmann 
(soprano), Ian Bostridge 
(tenor), Thomas Quasthoff 
(bass-baritone), Julius Drake 
(piano): Schubert; $26-$88.
NEW YORK STATE THEATER. 20 
Lincoln Center Plaza, 63rd St. 
at Columbus Ave. (212-721-
6500). Tonight & tomorrow at 
8, New York City Ballet: “Tradi-
tions,” $20-$86. Tomorrow at 2, 
Sun. at 3, New York City Ballet:
“Balanchine’s World,” $20-$86.

SYMPHONY SPACE. 2537 
Broadway at 95th St. (212-864-
5400). Tomorrow at 8, Native 
American Traditions: Kevin 
Locke Native Dance Ensemble; 
$15-$27.

WEILL RECITAL HALL. Carn-
egie Hall. 154 W. 57th St. (212-
247-7800). Tonight at 7, Kelley 
O’Connor (mezzo-soprano), 
Cheryl Lin Fielding (piano): 
“Great Singers III: Evenings 
of Song”; $38. Tomorrow at 
7:30, Adam Golka (piano), 
Renana Gutman (piano), Lura 
Johnson (piano), Yury Shadrin

(piano): Leon Fleisher Young 
Artists Concert; $15. Sun at 7, 
Ensemble ACJW The Academy 
— A Program of Carnegie Hall, 
the Juilliard School, and the 
Weill Music Institute; $15.

COMEDY

BROADWAY COMEDY CLUB. 
318 W. 53rd St. (212-757-2323). 
Russ Meneve, Wali Collins, 
Laurie Kilmartin, tonight & 
tomorrow. Jon Fisch, Calise 
Hawkins, Joe Larsen, Sun.
CAROLINES. 1626 Broadway 
at 49th St. (212-757-4100). 
Sommore, Eric Schwartz, 
tonight-Sun.

COMIC STRIP LIVE. 1568 Sec-
ond Ave. (212-861-9386). Gregg 
Rogell, Andrew Kennedy, Lisa 
Landry, tonight. James Smith, 
JJ Ramirez, Rob Magnotti, 
tomorrow. Tim Young, Andy 
Pitz, Gary Gulman, Sun.

DANGERFIELD’S. First Ave. & 
61st St. (212-593-1650). Peter 
Bales, Mike Ducharme, Tim 
Young, tonight & tomorrow.

GOTHAM COMEDY CLUB.
208 W. 23rd St. (212-367-9000). 
Luis Ramey, tonight & tomor-
row.

NEW YORK COMEDY CLUB. 
241 E. 24th St. (212-696-5233). 
Tom Cotter, Keith Robinson, 
Nicole Korkolis, tonight.

UPRIGHT CITIZENS BRIGADE 
THEATRE. 307 W. 26th St. (212-
366-9176). The Stepfathers, 
Death by Roo Roo, tonight. 
Mother the Soundtrack, Reu-
ben Williams, tomorrow.  

EXHIBITS

HAMMER GALLERIES. 33 W. 
57th St. (212-644-4400). “Gal-

& around the town

WHAT TO DO 

lery Contemporary Artists: 
Selected Works” presents a 
plethora of the institution’s 
contemporary art, from Real-
ism to Impressionism, drawn 
from around the world .

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF 
ART. 1000 Fifth Ave., at 82nd 
St. (212-535-7710). “The New 
Galleries for 19th and Early 
20th Century European Paint-
ings and Sculpture” opened 
in newly renovated rooms, 
displaying the museum’s cher-
ished 19th-century paintings 
and works by artists including 
Bonnard, Matisse and Picasso.

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART. 11 
W. 53 St. (212-708-9400). “Lu-
cian Freud: The Painter’s Etch-
ings” presents the fi gurative 
British artist’s etchings beside 
a selection of his related paint-
ings and drawings from the 
1940s through the early ’80s.

33 BOND GALLERY. 33 Bond 
St., #1, at Lafayette St. (212-
845-9257). “Nik Vlahos Solo 
Exhibition,” his fi rst in New 
York, features new oil paint-
ings that are composed of 
layers of paint removed and 
reapplied to create lines and 
which demonstrate concepts 
of abstraction and language.  

QUEENS MUSEUM OF ART. 
49th Ave. at 111th St. (718-
592-9700). “New York States 
of Mind” is an exhibition and 
fi lm program celebrating the 
city’s diversity by collating 
works from artists with vari-
ous social, political, ethnic and 
intergenerational backgrounds 
who are bound together by 
Manhattan’s crowded, con-
fi ned space.

UNTITLED, OIL ON CANVAS, BY NIK VLAHOS. AT 33 BOND GALLERY
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AFC CHAMPIONSHIP

NFL’s top QB has mastered
art of being cool under fi re

BY RICH CIMINI
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

FOXBOROUGH — Tom Brady was nearly 
fl awless in last week’s divisional win over 
the Jaguars. The stat sheet told you that; 
so did the announcers with their fancy 
telestrators and multiple camera angles. 
Truth is, his performance transcended 
numbers and High Def. You knew it was 
something special even if you didn’t know 
football.

To wit: Afterward, in the Patriots’ inter-
view room, a reporter from a Japanese TV 
station prefaced a question to Brady with 
this observation:

“You never seem fl ustered, no matter 
the situation. From our Japanese point of 
view, it looks very Zen of you.”

The quarterback smiled.
“I’m all Zen,” he said. “I’m aaaall Zen.”
The way Brady is playing quarterback, 

nothing is lost in translation.
Building on his record-setting regular 

season, Brady opened the playoffs with 
a 26-for-28 masterpiece, which set the 
all-time mark for completion percent-
age (92.9%) in a game. Actually, he came 
close to perfection because one pass was 
dropped and the other incompletion was 
a play that could’ve been called pass in-
terference.

Encore? It’s almost ridiculous to expect 
a repeat performance against the Chargers 
in Sunday’s AFC Championship Game at 
Gillette Stadium. Then again, who knows? 
Brady is in such a zone (the Zen zone?) 

that some of the game’s most ac-
complished quarterbacks are 

running out of superlatives 
to describe him.

“He, right now, is un-
conscious,” 49ers leg-

end Joe Montana told the Daily News this 
week. “That’s the only way to talk about 
his play. It’s off the charts.”

Phil Simms, who held the accuracy re-
cord for 21 years until last Saturday night, 
called it the best season by a quarterback 
— ever. Brady threw a record 50 touch-
down passes, one better than Peyton Man-
ning’s total in 2004. That, Simms fi gured, 
would remain the benchmark for quarter-
backs.

“I never thought we’d see anything like 
it, but Tom Brady, even though it was only 
one more touchdown, it was done in a dif-
ferent way,” Simms said on a CBS confer-
ence call. “It looked easier than Peyton 
Manning made it look.”

Brady, 30, makes it look effortless, the 
way Joe DiMaggio ran down fl y balls in 
center fi eld. Maybe there is a Zen quality 
to Brady’s game, a tranquil approach. Af-
ter all, this is a guy who took a nap in the 
Patriots’ locker room before his fi rst Super 
Bowl start, back in February, 2002.

Zen is a school of thought from Bud-
dhism, a “mindful acceptance of the 
present moment, spontaneous ac-
tion and letting go of self-conscious, 
judgmental thinking,” according to 
one defi nition.

Easy for the ancient Japanese to 
say; they never had to dodge 300-
pound pass rushers.

Of course, if adhering to the Buddhist 
philosophy was the only key to brilliant 
quarterback play, coaches around the 
league would be running to their local 
bookstores, buying reading material for 
their players. No doubt, Eric Mangini 
would enroll Kellen Clemens in a “Book 
of the Month” club.

Yep, Brady is one cool customer, espe-
cially when he’s not under any pressure. 
That happened last week because the Jag-
uars, afraid of exposing their secondary 
to deep passes, rarely blitzed. Uh, wrong 
move. The Chargers fi gure to take a more 
aggressive approach, hoping (praying?) 
to force him into mistakes. With outside 
linebackers Shawne Merriman and Shaun 
Phillips, they defi nitely have the horses.

“We defi nitely are going to bang him up 
a bit and try to slow him up so he doesn’t 
get to make those quick decisions,” safety 
Clinton Hart said.

Brady, a sixth-round draft pick by the 
P a t s in 2000, isn’t perfect; he has 

been known to suffer an 
occasional hiccup. In 

the divisional play-
offs two years 

ago, he threw a 
game-changing 

interception to 
the Broncos’ 
Champ Bai-

ley. In last year’s divisional round, he was
picked off by the Chargers’ Marlon Mc-
Cree in the fourth quarter. (The Patriots
averted disaster when McCree fumbled
on his return.) The following week, in the
AFC title game, Brady’s last-minute drive
ended with an interception by the Colts’
Marlin Jackson.

But he deserves some slack. After all,
the man has a 13-2 postseason record and
three Super Bowl rings, with 23 touch-
down passes and only nine interceptions.

“It’s incredible when the guy gets on a
roll,” Chargers coach Norv Turner said.
“They’re doing some things a little differ-
ently, but Tom has always made the big
throws in the big moments.”

Turner was alluding to the Patriots’
wide-open approach on offense. With
Randy Moss, Wes Welker and Donte Stall-
worth in his arsenal, Brady can spread the
fi eld with receivers and show off his arm,
throwing downfi eld. He was restricted last
season because of New England’s pedes-
trian receiving corps.

“As a quarterback, it’s great when you
just have to worry about you,” said Brady,
hinting that wasn’t always the case in the
past. “I just have to do my job. I just have to
drop back and fi nd the open receivers.”

Brady has opened some eyes with his
arm strength, reaching targets 60 yards
downfi eld. Simms said, “Without ques-
tion, in my mind, he’s one of the top 10
throwers of the football I’ve ever wit-
nessed in the NFL.” Montana, too, is im-
pressed.

“He’s a lot bigger and stronger than
I was,” Montana said. “He throws more
down the fi eld than I was ever asked to do.
I was never given that chance. He’s got an
unbelievable year going.”

Everything Zen for Brady
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